



























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































EMW 2009 -- Maciejko 178

EARLY MODERN WORKSHOP: Jewish History Resources

Volume 6: Reading across Cultures: The Jewish Book and Its Readers in the Early Modern
Period, 2009, The Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Studies at Harvard University,
Cambridge, MA

Sefer Or le-Et Erev: a history of a misunderstanding

Pawel Maciejko, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Israel

ABSTRACT: This paper discusses the brochure Or le-Et Erev and its reception among the Jews
of Poland. The brochure was circulated by the emissaries of the Institutum Judaicum in Halle.
The Yiddish text does not give the name of the author or the place of publication; it does not
refer explicitly to Jesus’s identity with the Jewish Messiah until the final pages; and it bases
much of its argument on Jewish precepts. There are testimonies suggesting that some readers
did not grasp the understated Christian motifs or read the booklet through to the end. There is
even one testimony according to which a rabbi was recommending Or le-Et Erev as a ‘good and
pious book’.
This presentation is for the following text(s):

e Light for the Evening

Citation Information

Sefer Or le-Et Erev: a history of a misunderstanding

Pawel Maciejko, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Israel
Accessed on Wednesday 12th of August 2009
http://www.earlymodern.org/citation.php?citKey=94&docKey=p

Copyright © 2009 Early Modern Workshop

http://www.earlymodern.org/workshops/2009/maciejko/index.php?pid=94



EMW 2009 -- Maciejko 179

EARLY MODERN WORKSHOP: Jewish History Resources

Volume 6: Reading across Cultures: The Jewish Book and Its Readers in the Early Modern
Period, 2009, The Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Studies at Harvard University,
Cambridge, MA

Pawel Maciejko, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Israel

This paper shall explore the boundaries of the concept of the ‘Jewish book’ on the basis of
Yiddish and Hebrew texts distributed by Protestant missionaries among the Jews in 18t-century
East Central Europe. Such texts were not always recognised as Christian by their Jewish readers.
The case in point is the brochure Or le-Et Erev circulated by the Halle Pietists. The Yiddish text
does not give the name of the author or the place of publication; it does not refer explicitly to
Jesus’s identity with the Jewish Messiah until the final pages; and it bases much of its argument
on Jewish precepts. There are testimonies suggesting that some Jewish readers did not grasp the
understated Christian motifs or read the booklet through to the end. There are even testimonies
of communal rabbis recommending Or le-Et Erev as a ‘good and pious book’. In a sense, despite
the fact that it was composed by a Christian cleric and aimed to expound Christian teachings, the
reception of this work turned it into a ‘Jewish book’. This development made a full circle in the
19th century, when Or le-Et Erev was rediscovered by the missionaries of the London Society for
Promoting Christianity among the Jews. Unaware that the brochure was composed by the
German Pietists, the London missionaries also assumed it was a work of Jewish rabbis. They
marvelled at the text’s pronounced sympathy for Christianity and Christian tenets, translated it
into English, and published it as proof of existence of a ‘progressive’, pro-Christian tendency
within Judaism.
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Light for the Evening
Or le-Et Erev

1728

Translated by Pawel Maciejko, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Israel

The Jewish Expositor and the Friend of Israel, May 1819
Extract from a Hebrew-German tract entitled 29y ny® 28
"A Light at Evening time” AD 1728. In Dialogues

(Adapted for the English Reader)

This book is called 27y ny? " after the prophecy of Zechariah (xiv.7) “At evening time it shall be
light”, which is quoted by Josephus at the conclusion of his History of the wars, as applying to the
time of the end, when, says he, “Israel shall despair of deliverance”. Now as Israel are not only as
yet groaning in their long captivity, but are told by the priests of the Christians, who have studied
the Hebrew, that they are never to expect a redemption from it, Rabbi Menahem extracted from
the books of the Old Testament the consolatory promises made by God to Sion.

Chap. 1 — Treating of many Prophecies yet to be fulfilled.

Samuel. The Lord be with you.

Rabbi Menahem. The Lord bless thee. When did you return from the great fair?
Sam. Yesterday I reached my home by the help of God.

Rabbi M. I trust you were blest in your affairs.

Sam. I thank you: but, rabbi, we are in captivity, this state we still are made to feet wherever we
go. Sometimes business brings me into the company of Christian Priests, who will enter into
conversation with me about our religion. They say our expectation of deliverance is vain and
groundless.

Rabbi M. Do they try to prove it?
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Sam. Why, they say that the prophecies which speak of a redemption from captivity have already
been fulfilled in the time of the second temple, that the Messiah also is come already, and
appeared in the second temple.

Rabbi M. Did they bring any passages from the Old Testament in proof of what they said?

Sam. Indeed they did ; some of them very well understood our holy tongue, and read to me out
of the law and the prophets that the Son of David, our Messiah, was to shew himself in the
second temple ; and therefore, said they, there is no more redemption for your people.

Rabbi M. What effect had these conversations upon you?

Sam. They have thrown me, worthy rabbi, into great suspense, I confess, and I felt so unpleasant
under it, that I have been ever since impatient to see you, for I am sure your kindness and
learning will extricate me.

Rabbi M. My dear friend and brother, I love to see in you this pious anxiety for the truth, and I
know no greater pleasure than that of assisting my brethren in the search of it.

Sam. Your goodness affects me much.

Rabbi M. Though everything else alleged by the Christian priests were true, yet is that allegation
false that all the promises have been fulfilled during the time of the second temple. And if so,
they must necessarily receive their accomplishment in future: for God is not a man that he
should lie. Let us now for our instruction and consolation search in the law, the prophets, and the
Hagiographa, for those promises that remain yet to be fulfilled.

Sam. This kindness of yours demands my sincerest gratitude; I shall certainly listen with deep
attention to an enquiry which so much concerns our dear nation, and every one of us
individually.

Rabbi M. We begin then with Moses, who has these words in Deuteronomy, + (xxx. 5-10) "The
Lord the God will bring thee into the land which thy fathers possessed, and thou shalt possess it;
and he will do thee good, and multiply thee above thy fathers. And the Lord the God (he
continues) will circumecise thine heart, and the heart of the seed, to love the Lord the God with all
thine heart, and with all thy soul, that thou mayest live. And the Lord the God will put all these
curses upon thine enemies, and on them that hate thee, which persecuted thee. And thou shalt
return and obey the voice of the Lord, and do all his commandments, which I command thee this
day. And the Lord the God will make thee plenteous in every work of thine hand, in the fruit of
the body, and in the fruit of the cattle, and in the fruit of the land, for good: for the Lord will
again rejoice over thee for good, as he rejoiced over the fathers; if thou shalt hearken unto the
voice of the Lord the God, to keep his commandments and his statutes which are written in this
book of the law, and if thou turn unto the Lord the God with all thine heart, and with all thy
soul".

Sam. But of this the Priests say that all has been fulfilled when Israel went up from Babylon, and
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they bring a passage of Nehemiah in proof of it, I forget which.

Rabbi M. I perceive, the passage is the following, (i. 8, 9.) "Remember, I beseech thee, the word
that thou commandedst thy servant Moses, saying, Ye will transgress, I will scatter you abroad
among the nations: then ye shall turn unto me, and keep my commandments, and do them,;
though there were of you cast out unto the uttermost part of the heaven, yet will I gather them
from thence, and will bring them unto the place that I have chosen to set my name there."

Sam. Did not this happen soon after?

Rabbi M. Nehemiah indeed made this prayer at that time, and God also began to gather his
out-casts, because Nehemiah and some others really repented. But they were comparatively few,
and the promise cannot therefore be said to have been completed altogether. I want to know
when God ever "multiplied" or "did them good above their fathers". Were not, on the contrary,
the streets of Jerusalem rebuilt in troublous times? Were they not in servitude to other kingdoms
all that time, now under the Persians, then under the Greeks, then under the Romans, and under
Herod and his sons? And did not the destruction of the temple and the city close the scene?

Sam. All this is certainly so, and yet it seems that a great many of that time did repent.

Rabbi M. The repentance of some indeed was sincere, and as they lived in troublous times, their
reward, no doubt, will be the greater hereafter: but the multitude did not turn with all their heart
unto God, and they experienced his wrath and curse to the full. Hence it follows, that the time is
yet to come when the Lord will circumcise the hearts of all Israel, and also verify his good
promise which he made through his servant Moses concerning their happy deliverance.

Sam. The Christian priests say that Messiah did come indeed at that time, and that he "did good
unto Israel above their fathers," but that they received him not, not repented, therefore their
temple was destroyed.

Rabbi M. This is against them: for it the Jews repented not at that period, how can this prophecy
of Moses refer to it, in which it is expressly promised that God will cause them to repent of their
sins, and to obey his voice?

Sam. They say that some however did repent.

Rabbi M. Moses addressed the whole nation of Israel, even as many as were, for their sins, cast
out and dispersed.

Sam. I see now that the matter is evident from the law, and beg you to show me the evidence
there is for it in the prophets.

Rabbi M. in the prophet Isaiah we find these words, (ii. 4.)"And he shall judge among the
nations, and shall rebuke many people; and they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and
their spears into pruning-hooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they
learn war any more." Now was this ever fulfilled at the time the Christian priests speak of? If
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indeed there was peace at any time, or rather, a respite from war, was it ever of that continuance
that men would dare to beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-
hooks, and to neglect the art of war.

Sam. They say these words regard their faith which enjoins every man to be peaceful and not to
resist evil.

Rabbi M. The scripture does not speak here of what was to be enjoined but of what was to take
place. Now nothing is more evident, than that few obey that excellent injunction. The nations still
learn war, nay daily improve in that destructive art; they still lift the sword against each other,
how then with any shew of reason can they say this prophecy is already fulfilled?

Sam. Indeed I am now surprised how they can say so.

Rabbi M. But this is not all. Isaiah predicts still more distinctly our future restoration. (xi. 11, 12.)
"And it shall come to pass," says he, "in that day, that the Lord shall set his hand again the second
time to recover the remnant of his people, which shall be left from Assyria, and from Egypt, and
from Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the
islands of the sea. And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble the outcasts
of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth."

Sam. But was not this prophecy fulfilled when the Jews went out of Babylon after a seventy years
captivity?

Rabbi M. Out of Babylon went only the Jews, that is to say, those which were of the kingdom of
Judah, but according to this prophecy, not only they, but the outcasts of Israel also, that is to say,
the ten tribes which were led captives into Assyria shall be restored.

This no man will say has already been done.
Sam. I see this chapter contains more on the same subject. With your permission I will read it.
Rabbi M. do so.

Sam. (ver. 15, 16.) "And the Lord shall utterly destroy the tongue of the Egyptain sea; and with
his mighty wind shall he shake his hand over the river, and shall smite it in the seven streams,
and make men go over dry-shod. And there shall be an highway for the remnant of his people,
which shall be left, from Assyria; like as it was to Israel in the day that he came up out of the land
of Egypt."

Rabbi M. Do the Christian Priests say that this prophecy also has been fulfilled already?
Sam. Yes, but not literally but spiritually.

Rabbi M. We are not allowed to invent a spiritual sense for a passage of such literal perspicuity.
"There shall be an highway for his people," says the scripture, "like as it was to Israel in the day
that he came up out of the land of Egypt." If this highway therefore be spiritual, the exodus from
Egypt was spiritual too, for the one shall be like the other; and nothing will then be certain in
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Scripture. It is therefore evident that we must not depart from the literal sense without the most
urgent necessity, which surely is not the case here.

Sam. You remind me of a rule laid down by our wise men, "No passage departs from its plain
meaning." But I beg pardon for interrupting you.

Rabbi M. Your remark is very just. The literal meaning of this passage, then, the Christian priests
themselves allow not to have been fulfilled as yet; but as there is no ground for adopting any
other meaning, this prophecy also bears witness to our future restoration. We might mention
several others not immediately relative to the present subject, such is the humiliation of Egypt
and her subsequent conversion, (Isaiah xix. 20.) such also is the destruction of the world, and a
subsequent blissful period, when all nations shall be converted, and Israel be happy.

Sam. You allude I believe to that terrible prophecy in the xxxivth chapter of Isaiah?
Rabbi M. Yes; please to read the passage.

Sam. (1-4) "Come near, ye nations, to hear; and hearken, ye people; let the earth hear, and all
that is therein, the world, and all things that come forth of it. For the indignation of the Lord is
upon all nations, and his fury upon all their armies; he hath utterly destroyed them, he hath
delivered them to the slaughter. Their slain also shall be cast out, and their stink shall come up
out of their carcases, and the mountains shall be malted with their blood. And all the host of
heaven shall be dissolved, and the heavens shall be rolled together as a scroll: and all their host
shall fall down, as the leaf falleth off from the vine, and as a falling fig from the fig-tree." Do the
other prophets usually dwell on the same topic?

Rabbi M. Both Jeremiah and Zephaniah describe the Judgments of God upon the nations no less
tremendously than Isaiah. (Jer. xxv. 30-33. Zeph. iii. 8.) Now at the time of the second temple, it
was Israel and not the nations upon whom the indignation of the Lord was poured out, and
therefore as surely as the awful event described in these passage has not yet taken place, so
surely the consolation of Israel , which us uniformly spoken of immediately after these
denunciations of judgment, is yet to come.

Sam. What will be the nature of this consolation?

Rabbi M. It will partake both of a spiritual and temporal nature, and it is sweetly described in the
thirty-fifth chapter of Isaiah: I will only direct your attention to the last verse of it.

Sam. It is this: (ver. 10.) "And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with
songs, and everlasting joy upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and
sighing shall flee away." Indeed, rabbi, my heart is quite refreshed with these consolatory words.

Rabbi M. It will be still more so, if you read the promises of God in the prophet Zephaniah. Let
me point them out of you.

Sam. (iii. 9-15). "For then will I turn to the people a pure language, that they may all call upon
the name of the Lord, to serve him with one consent. From beyond the rivers of Ethiopia my
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suppliants, even the daughter of my dispersed, shall bring mine offering. In that day shalt thou
not be ashamed for all thy doings, wherein thou hast transgressed against me: for then I will take
away out of the midst of thee them that rejoice in thy pride; and thou shalt no more be haughty
because of mine holy mountain. I will also leave in the midst of thee an afflicted and poor people,
and they shall trust in the name of the Lord. The remnant of Israel shall not do iniquity nor speak
lies; neither shall a deceitful tongue be found in their mouth: for they shall feed and lie down,
and none shall make them afraid. Sing, O doughter of Zion; shout, O Israel; be glad and rejoice
with all the heart, O daughter of Jerusalem. The Lord hath taken away thy judgments, he hath
cast out thine enemy: the king of Israel, even the Lord, is in the midst of thee: thou shalt not see
evil any more."

Rabbi M. Now these words are more than sufficient to convince us that they point to a period not
yet arrived. Israel has seen, and still sees but too much of evil. Did not Israel drink still deeper of
the cup of God's fury at the destruction of the second temple than at that of the first? Does not
Israel still hold this cup of trembling in his hand? Yet God has graciously promised to take it one
day out of his hand, and that he shall not drink it again. (Isa. Ii. 22.)

Sam. Surely, rabbi, no one that considers these passages from the prophets with seriousness and
without prejudice can continue to doubt our future restoration. If it is not too troublesome to you
let us now proceed to the Hagiographa.

Rabbi M. Certainly. The inference resulting from several prophecies concerning the Messiah are
conclusive of the present question. Read for instance the eleventh verse of the seventy-second
Psalm.

Sam. "Yea, all kings shall fall down before him: all nations shall serve him." But then the
Christian priests say this is actually accomplished in the conversion of many kings and nations to
Christianity.

Rabbi M. But all kings do not fall down before their Messiah, all nations do not serve him. There
are the Mahometans and the Persians; there are the Tartars and the Indians, and most barbarian
nations who have not so much as heard of, much less worship him. But let us proceed to Daniel
vii. 13, 14.

Sam. "I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of
heaven, and came to the Ancient of days and they brought him near before him. And there was
given him dominion, and glory, and the kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should
serve him: His dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom
that which shall not be destroyed."

Rabbi M. Please now to compare this with the twenty-seventh verse.

Sam. "And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole
heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most High, whose kingdom is an
everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey him."
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Rabbi M. It is easy to discern that this description transcends the glory of Solomon's reign, nor
can it be pretended to be altogether spiritual and applicable to the heavenly state, for in heaven
the local division of nations, mentioned in this prophecy of Daniel, will be done away. It can
therefore be referred to no other period than that of our expected glorious restoration, which you
cannot but now see, is predicted in the law, and the prophets, and implied in the Hagiographa.

Sam. My suspense is now entirely removed. Indeed, the proofs you have brought are sufficient to
justify our national hope; A hope which it would have broken my heart to have parted with, had
truth decided the other way.

Rabbi M. I'm glad to have contributed to ease you of your doubts, and only wish I could further
serve such a deserving man as you are.

Sam. Indeed, Rabbi, You can, and I shall certainly esteem it a privilege, to be allowed in future
the pleasure of your instructive conversation. It will enable me to rectify and errors of which I am
not at present aware, and to frame my conduct more consistently with the word of God.

Rabbi M. You shall always, brother, find me ready to instruct you, as much as is my power.

Chapter V

Sorrow for sin; True faith; and the recovery of the soul from the disease of sin.

Rabbi M. My dear brother, I rejoice to see you look so extraordinarily cheerful; Your
countenance is quite brightened up.

Samuel. Thanks to you, under God, and to the excellent instructions you instilled into my heart.
Yes, dear Rabbi, my fears, my tormenting fears, are gone. They have made room for a calm
confidence and filial love to my God, of whose love to us poor sinners I can now no longer doubt,
since the king Messiah has been bruised for our sakes, when all we were straying like sheep,
since it has pleased our heavenly father to make his wounds our healing. Oh how this calls for the
gratitude of poor sinners! Now, better than ever do I understand, and more fervently than ever
do I take into my mouth, that prayer composed by the men of the great assembly, "May it be thy
pleasure, O Lord my God and my father's God to let me habitually be employed in thy law, and
cleave to thy commandments. Lead me not into sin, transgression or iniquity; nor into
temptation; nor into contempt. Let not the evil will prevail over me. Remove me far from evil
men, and evil company. Let me abide by the good will, and in good works, yea, constrain my
affections to be subject unto thee."

Rab M. This, my brother, yes this is the way, walk thou in it. In Sepher Ir Haggibborim it is well
said, "The word of God is kept by him only that killeth himself, that is to say, slayeth the power of
his lusts." And if you will love God, you know what is incumbent upon us.
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Sam. "Ye that love God," says David, (Ps. Xcvii) "Hate that which is evil."

Rab M. Those who are enabled to taste, in the fear of God, how good and gracious he is, who, like
you, view his love in cancelling our sins by the love of the king Messiah — I say such persons will
not find loving God supremely an hard task, but a pleasant and most delightful exercise of their
souls.

Sam. Surely the word of God must have given us clear instructions about the person of one so
dear and precious as king Messiah, who is to save Israel by his own griefs from all their sins,
sorrows, diseases and misery. Now you have been reading and explaining to me in our former
conversations both out of Isaiah and the Yalkut, how that Israel is to be saved by the Lord himself
with an everlasting salvation-

Rab M. And yet I shall be guilty of no contradiction, my dear friend, when I now assert, with
Rashi, that Israel shall be redeemed and saved by king Messiah with an everlasting salvation. For,
though we are accustomed to style him Messiah our Righteousness, the word of God calls him
(Jer. Xxiii. 6.) "The Lord (Jehovah) our Righteousness."

Sam. [After reading the passage.] Are our learned men agreed about the rendering and meaning
of this passage?

Rab M. No; Some translate it, "The Lord shall call him, Our righteousness," and others, "The
Lord is our righteousness." The first of these versions dismembers the phrase, "Lord our
Righteousness," by making the word Lord the nominative of the verb he shall call, and is refuted
by the constant vote of the Masorah which has placed conjunctive accents under this and all
similar phrases, to guard, perhaps, against this very error. The later version, viz, "the Lord is our
Righteousness," is guilty of an unwarrantable interpolation, since the literal rendering, namely,
"The Lord our Righteousness," is perfectly intelligible without the word is between. Nor is there
any contradiction in Messiah's bearing the name of Jehovah, since the Shechinah is to be united
with him in the closest and most intimate union.

Sam. Have our doctors observed this name of king Messiah?

Rab. M. It did not escape their attention. In the larger paraphrase on the Lamentation it is asked,
"What is the name of Messiah?" upon which Abba son of Cahna replies, "Jehovah is his name; for
it is written, 'And this is his name whereby he shall be called, The Lord Our Righteousness." To
the same effect are the words of Rabbi Alshech, "And who will He be that shall thus call on
Jerusalem to comfort her, according to that exhortation 'Speak to the heart of Jerusalem and call
on her.' (Isa. xl. 2.)? Is it not He, even Jehovah our Righteousness, the king Messiah, as it is
written Jer. xxiii. 6. and he (Messiah) is (Jehovah) from his righteous and just conduct." You see
then that Rabbi Alshech understands more than a mere name in this appellation of Messiah; He
conceives it given to him by right, as nothing more than due, for that he says and he is (Jehovah)
from his righteous and just conduct.
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Sam. And is this name given to none besides the Messiah?

Rab M. To none other. Some indeed cavil and say that it is given to the righteous as a body, and
to Jerusalem, but there is no just foundation for this assertion, and therefore the last mentioned
judicious commentator rejects it in these words "Probably the company of the righteous are
never styled by the name of God himself; else what excellence is it for Messiah to be called so, for
none doubts that he is less than any righteous in Israel."

Sam. We have read in the Yalkut, "He shall be exalted above every righteous man, he shall be
higher than Abraham and Moses."

Rab. M. And yet we know that the Shechinah rested upon those patriarchs. The consequence will
land us upon a great and holy mystery. Israel shall indeed be saved with an everlasting salvation
by Jehovah, that is, according to Rashi, by the king Messiah, or, according to the Targum, by the
Word (Memra) of Jehovah.

Sam. King Messiah is, in this view, the same as the Word of the Lord, and —

Rab. M. Let us first collect from another passage of the Targum, what person we are to
understand under this expression, the Word of the Lord. On Judges vi. 12, 13. he paraphrases
thus, "And the angel of the Lord appeared unto him, and said unto him, The Word of the Lord be
thy helper, thou man of valour. And Gideon answered him, And is then, I pray thee, my Lord, the
Shechinah of the Lord our helper, Why then did all this happen unto us?" You see then that the
Shechinah is synonymous with the Word, and the Word, you have already well observed, is the
same as Messiah.

Sam. I have now a glance at the great mystery, and bless God for it. Well is thee, O Israel, who is
like unto thee, O people saved by the Jehovah Messiah himself!

Rab. M. Hear, my brother, an observation of Rabbi Ami on this passage, "It is not written saved
unto but saved by the Lord: when a man has a measure of Second Tithes, what does he do? he
gives its value in money and the measure is redeemed by the money: in the same manner (if we
may compare great things with small) Israel is redeemed, by what? by Jehovah himself! a people
saved by the Lord!"

Sam. Oh, with what joy and love can I now say, "Hear, O Israel, the Lord OUR God is one Lord.
Blessed be his glorious and royal name for ever and ever. Thou shalt love the Lord THY God with
all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength.

Rab. M. As you are upon this part of Keriath Shema, let me read to you a passage from the Zohar,
on the sublime mystery we are contemplating. "Behold they are three names (Jehovah — our God
— Jehovah) how then are they one? As they are called "One" (71x ) so they are one indeed, but
comprehended only in the view of the Holy Ghost. And that those Three are One may be shewn
by the mystery of the voice, which, though one, has three substances, fire, wind, and water: in the
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same manner Jehovah, our God, Jehovah are one, i. e. three subsistencies that are one." To the
same effect speaks this sublime Author in other places.

Sam. I do believe all that the word of God teaches us of our heavenly Father, and of the Word,
and of his spirit, and that according to the explanation given by our own Rabbis, I believe that he
is a Being subsisting in distinct degrees, which, as the Zohar says, is a sacred mystery far above
our poor comprehension, but surely not to be rejected on that account.

Rab. M. Simple belief in, are reliance on the word of God is a gift communicated by God, as is
said in Sepher Lekach Tov. Now what we have spoken of his blessed Being, of Redemption, and
the gathering of our captivity, with other points, are so many objects of this faith and reliance.

Sam. What you now say, my dear Rabbi, I do not take upon the authority of the Lekach Tov, but
upon what I feel at this present moment within my own soul. For I feel a contrition, a
dependence, a trust, a joy, and a love towards God, to every one of which I was a stranger
hitherto. I can rejoice with a contrite and broken heart before my God that he has graciously
pardoned my sins, and promised, yea procured eternal life for me. I can trust my salvation to his
merits of Messiah and depend for my daily bread upon his bounty. Such was not always the state
of my soul. He, he alone, therefore, is the cause of this delightful change.

Rab. M. Since it cannot be questioned but that Messiah has taken our sins upon himself, do you
think that he has thereby discharged you from the duty of living a holy life, and procured you
license to continue in the sinful vanities and pleasures of the world?

Sam. Far from it. My confidence has a far different tendency: it will alienate my heart, I trust,
more and more from those vanities and those pleasures, and endear to it the service of God
above every thing. If good happens to me I will look up with gratitude to the blessed Giver of it; if
evil, I will remember how cheerfully the Messiah has taken upon him our sorrows, in order that
not one of Israel might perish, as we have read in the Yalkut.

Rab. M. This will be a conduct responsive to that excellent maxim of piety, "Whatever God does
he does for the best." And then, my brother, never forget that love to our God is intimately
connected, on the one side, with that species of fear which a dutiful child has of offending his
beloved father, and, on the other, with that love to all mankind which brethren bear (or ought to
bear) each other.

Sam. You utter the very sentiments of my bosom. All mankind are the work of his hands, ought
not we then to love them, and do them all the good in our power, in short to deal by them, as we
would wish to be dealt by ourselves. Nay, my very enemies I will by the help of God endeavour to
love, much less will I harbour revenge and malice, envy and hatred, in my heart against any
person, or commit sin when I am in want. For patience also, we Israelites especially have
occasion in our captivity: oh how sweet to know that the far severer yoke of iron has been borne
by Messiah our Righteousness!

Rab. M. Blessed mayest thou be in the name of the Lord! blessed art thou and well is thee, and
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blessed is the Lord who has not left his mercy and truth from those that are willing to walk in his
way. Would but each of our brethren ponder these things, and return unto the Lord, then would
he soon gather our outcasts from the four corners of the earth. Yes, my dear brother, great is my
joy over you, as great almost as was the joy of our fathers when they went to draw water on the
last day of the feast. For I see that you are an upright character, not uttering, as many do, empty
professions. You are to know there are those who follow every lust and iniquity, and comfort
themselves with their Christ, who, they say, has suffered for their sins. They, in fact, adopt the
impious language of the sinners in Jeremiah's time, (Jer. vii. 10.) "We are delivered to do all
these abominations."

Sam. And their priests, who cannot but know their evil works and wicked lives, dispense to them
nevertheless absolution of sins in the name of Christ.

Rab. M. Those priests have their prototypes in the Scriptures as well as their people, (Jer. xxiii.
17.) "They say still unto them that despise me, The Lord hath said, Ye shall have peace; and they
say unto every one that walketh after the imagination of his own heart, No evil shall come upon
you." Read likewise the 14t verse of the same chapter.

Sam. "I have seen also in the prophets of Jerusalem an horrible thing: they commit adultery, and
walk in lies: they strengthen also the hands of evil doers, that none doth return from his
wickedness; they are all of them unto me as Sodom, and the inhabitants thereof as Gomorrah."

Rab. M. Wonder then no longer, my brother, that such characters hate our nation and deride our
hope of redemption. Such, however, is not the conduct prescribed to them in their code of
religion, which they call Evangelion (gospel.)

Sam. Pray, I have often heard this name, and should like to know the root of this matter, what are
the doctrines of this Evangelion, and what is to be thought of it?

Rab. M. We must defer this subject to another opportunity, as it would immoderately lengthen
our discourse. But before we part let us enquire further into our former subject, viz. repentance.
Conjoined with forgiveness of sins it is considered in Scripture as the healing of the soul. Thus D.
Kimchi says, "As a wound of the body is healed by medicine, so sin, the wound of the soul, is
healed by pardon and repentance."

Sam. If I understand you aright, repentance is therefore comparable to the recovery of the soul,
because it renews the heart and spirit of the man; as we have learned before from Ezek. xviii. 31.

Rab. M. Exactly so; for a recovery necessarily supposes a renewal. But the means of the soul's
recovery are also taught under other images, such as the "sprinkling of clean water," which image
reminds me of a remarkable passage in the smaller paraphrase of Genesis, "'He shall bind his
young colt to the vine: ' this is he of whom it is said, 'He is poor and rideth upon an ass, and upon
a colt, the foal of an ass,' even he of whom again it is written, (Jer. ii. 21.) "I have planted thee a
noble vine;' and how does he perform this? (planting) by 'sprinkling clean water upon them' so as
to purify them 'from all their uncleannesses.' (Ezek. xxxvi. 25.)"

Sam. Cleanse us thus, O Lord, and put thy spirit into our hearts, and make us to walk in thy
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statutes and keep thy judgments according to thy promise.

Rab. M. Amen; and may that promise of his also soon be accomplished in our nation, which is
recorded Jer. xxxi. 31-33.

Sam. Permit me to repeat it. "Behold the days come, saith the Lord, that I will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah: Not according to the covenant
that I made with their fathers, in the day that I took them by the hand, to bring them out of the
land of Egypt; (which my covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto them, saith the
Lord;) But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days,
saith the Lord, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be
their God, and they shall be my people."

Rab. M. Thus far. In the mean time let us earnestly pray that the import of these gracious words
may be felt and experienced by ourselves. Israel at that blessed time will have cause to address
their Lord, their king Messiah, in the soft sweet strain of David. (Ps. xxiii. 5.) "Thou preparest a
table before me in the presence of mine enemies thou anointest my head with oil, my cup
runneth over." Rabbi Hillel indeed says, that that time was past, and that they had enjoyed
Messiah already in the days of Hezekiah. This however, is certainly not true. Israel have yet to
enjoy him. Israel have yet to taste and see that he is gracious, and that, happy is the man and the
nation that trust in him; the time is yet to come when those prophetic words of Moses will be
fully realized, "Blessed art thou, O Israel; who is like unto thee, O people, saved by the Lord!"
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